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TrampoliningSpecial

SIR Alex Ferguson
has ruled out a
move for Bayern

M u n i c h  m i d f i e l d e r
Michael Ballack.

The 29-year-old Ger-
many skipper is out of
c o n t r a c t  i n  t h e  
summer and United were
thought to be among a
host  of  leading clubs 
trying to secure his ser-
vices.

However, while Fer-
guson confirmed there
had been talks with the
player’s representatives,
the United boss revealed
he is now looking else-
where.

“We have considered
it for quite a few weeks,”
said Ferguson. “We have

had discussions with his
people and I think he is a
great player.

“But he is similar to
players who play in that
position for us already
like Wayne Rooney and
Paul Scholes and we want
to target players in other
positions.”

Ferguson is acutely
concerned at the lack of
depth in his squad.

“The biggest problem
for us is numbers,” he
said. “We have been oper-
ating with a lot of young
players in the team and
we badly need a stronger
squad.

“That is why we are
targeting a couple of other
positions.”

CRISTIANO RONALDO has welcomed the
news he will not face charges over a rape
allegation made in October.

The Manchester United winger was interviewed
over the claims of a woman who accused Ronaldo
of raping her in a London hotel.

But he has now been officially notified by Scot-
land Yard there is insufficient evidence to pursue
a case against him.

“I have always strongly maintained my innocence
of any wrong-doing and I am glad that this matter
is at an end.”

ARSENAL man-
a g e r  A r s e n e
W e n g e r  h a s  

withdrawn his threat of
l e g a l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t
Chelsea coach Jose Mour-
inho.

Wenger was consider-
ing action after Mour-
inho labelled the High-
bury chief ‘a voyeur’
during a public row a
fortnight ago.

But Wenger has recon-
sidered his position and
now insists the verbal
spat is history.

He said: "I won’t be tak-
ing any action. I haven’t
changed my mind about
the basic problem but,
h a v i n g  g i v e n  i t  
m o r e  t h o u g h t ,  I ’ v e
decided not to take it any
further.

"It’s history. I want to
focus on what is impor-
tant for me and Arsenal,"
he said.

The row rumbled on
w i t h  W e n g e r  c a l l i n g
Mourinho’s comments
‘out of order and detached
from reality’.

NEWCASTLE boss
Rob Andrew has
hit out at England

boss Andy Robinson for
his "harsh" treatment of
Jamie Noon. 

N o o n ,  w h o  s t a r t e d
against Australia and the
All Blacks, has been left
out of the England side to
face Samoa, which Andrew
said had upset the centre. 

"Jamie being back here
for this weekend was
totally unexpected, with
E n g l a n d  d u e  t o  p l a y
Samoa," said Andrew. 

"I think he has been

very harshly dealt with,” 
The 26-year-old played

at outside centre for Eng-
land’s two November inter-
nationals to date but lost
his place on Saturday to
James Simpson-Daniel. 

As a result, he will play
for Newcastle in their Pre-
miership match against
Wasps.  While Andrew
admitted Noon was upset,
the Falcons boss said: "He
must be used to it by now
because this is  by no
means the first time Eng-
land have treated him in
this way.”

Fergie ‘no’
to Ballack

BERNIE Ecclestone
has sold his shares
in Formula One’s

parent company.
Ecclestone, the com-

mercial mastermind behind
the sport’s success, had
owned 25 per cent of the
F o r m u l a  O n e  G r o u p

through his Bambino Hold-
ings trust, along with three
banks, including Bay-
erischen Landesbank. A
short statement today con-
firmed that Bambino and
BayernLB have sold their
shares in Formula One to
CVC Capital Partners.

Andrew fury

Wenger u-turn

Bernie sells up

WorldofSport

FORMER youth Olympian
James Higgins returned to
competitive action with a
bang last week, taking the
Midlands title by a margin
of 0.7 from team-mate
Danny Creedon.

Higgins took a break from the
sport 18 months ago, but the 21-
year-old has been back in training
for four months after deciding
to return, and capped his come-
back with a fine performance.

Higgins said: “It went really
well and I was well happy with
my performance. I was pleased
afterwards to say the least.”

Despite having a wealth of
experience behind him, the for-
mer national and world junior
champion admits he had a few
butterflies before the event, but
was delighted with the result.

“I felt different to last time I’d
competed and I was nervous, but
I don’t really remember that
much because I was so focused on
doing a good job,” he added.

“I didn’t expect to win, I was
just concentrating on doing my
own thing and it worked well.

“It’s early days at the moment
and I don’t want to start setting
any aims or anything to be hon-
est. At the moment I’m just con-
centrating on preparing for the
new season.”

Higgins also picked up team
gold for the academy, along with
team-mates Creedon, Steve Walsh
and William Howell who finished
in second, third and fifth respec-
tively.

Head coach of the academy
Tracy Whittaker said: “It was a
d o m i n a n t  d i s p l a y  w h i c h  I
expected as we’re one of the coun-
try’s premier clubs.

“It was a battle between our
own members really and it shows
us where about they’re ranked
compared to each other.

“It’s always a difficult time for
a competition at this time of year
because it’s out of season but it
shows us how they’re all getting
on, which in the main is very
well.”
Under nine boys: 3 Luke Cantillon 44.80, 4
Lawrence Breslin 44.70, 5 Max Sidey 41.80
Under nine girls: 3 Lauren Allison 49.00, 4 Emily
Spain 47.75, 9 Gillian Coleman 46.30, 10 Georgia
Wan 45.90, 11 Joanna Bucknall 45.70, 12 Sarah
Cushen 45.40, 16 Sophie Fair 44.50, 17 Aimee Gilkes
44.20, 18 Ellie Bray 43.90, 19 Olivia O’Mahoney
43.60, 20 Roisian Burnall 43.40, 23 Olivia Jordan
42.90, 24 Madison Bonehill 42.20, 25 Charley
Wallace 41.80, 26 Lara Oxborough 41.60
Under 11 boys: 1 Scott McKenzie 52.40, 3 Edward
Osborne 46.70, 4 Alex Bucknall 46.50, 5 Sam
Charlton 43.00
Under 11 girls: 11 Ella Sidey 46.00, 12 Kayleigh
Haskins 45.90, 13 Hannah Blatchly 45.70, 14
Shannon Mellish 45.50, 15 Abbie Fox 45.40, 16
Sophie Christodoulo 44.80, 18 Carlie Richardson
44.00, 19 Olivia Button 43.10, 21 Hannah Love 41.10,
22 Megan Pymm 37.50, 24 Claire McGowan
34.80
Under 13 boys: 5 Nathan Harris 47.80
Under 13 girls: 1 Sophie Gardner 56.30, 2 Erin Bas-
ford 55.00, 3 Ami Stevens 54.60, 4 Georgina
Moore 53.20, 5 Rebekah Bridge 52.90, 7 Emma
Conn 52.10, 11 Alice Hall 48.00, 12 Sara Bolton
47.90, 14 Rebecca Rosetti 47.50, 15 Natasha
Bates 47.10, 16 Laura Moore 45.30, 18 Jasmine
Mundy 43.90, 19 Lucy Robinson 40.10
Under 15 boys: 1 William Howell 57.70, 2 David
Belford 54.30, 3 Mathew Russell 54.10, 9 Mathew
Rush 39.20
Under 15 girls: 1 Vicky Payne 57.90, 2 Penny
Mitchell 57.60, 3 Faye Kopka 57.20, 5 Leanne
Mundy 55.60, 6 Katie McKenzie 55.40, 9 Ellis
Burton 54.50, 10 Jadie Hodgson 53.50, 12 Mikaela
Bates 51.90, 13 Phillipa McDonnell 51.00, 21
Rebecca Goadsby 49.30, 22 Rebecca May 49.00,
23 Samantha Rosetti 48.40, 24 Sophie Pound
47.80, 27 Emma Street 46.80, 29 Esme Grantham
46.30, 32 Emma McGowan 45.70, 36 Lucy Hall
40.10
Under 18 girls: 1 Yasmin Gumbs 63.90, 2 Amanda
Harris 60.90, 3 Katie Mitchell 59.70, 5 Rebecca Ped-
ley 57.90, 6 Hannah Moriarty 57.80, 7 Madelaine
Brown 56.80, 12 Rachel Callis 51.40, 16 Hannah
Robinson 48.00, 17 Natasha Winch 45.40
Over 18 men: 1Danny Creedon 62.20 
Over 18 ladies: 1 Jaime Moore 63.40

Men’s elite
1 James Higgins 64.80, 2 Danny Creedon 64.10,
3 Steve Walsh 62.60, 5 William Howell 58.60
Ladies elite: 1 Jaime Moore 65.80, 2 Yasmin
Gumbs 63.80, 3 Amanda Harris 59.50, 4 Vicky
Payne 58.10, 5 Helen Kirby 58.10, 6 Katie Mitchell
57.80, 7 Penny Mitchell 57.10, 9 Rebecca Pedley
56.30, 10 Katie McKenzie 56.30, 11 Faye Kopka
56.20, 12 Erin Basford 55.10, 13 Sophie Gardner
54.70

Higgins pips Creedon
to take Midlands title

"" PRIZE GUY – Danny Creedon shows off his trophy (left), while Sophie Fair performs her routine             PICTURES: KATHERINE BATCHELOR

"" WELL DONE – Lauren Allison was third in the under-nine girls


